
 

APPENDIX 
AGENCY REPORTS UNDER 5 U.S.C. § 1213(C) 

 

GUIDANCE ON 1213(C) REPORT 
● OSC requires that investigators interview the whistleblower at the beginning of the agency 

investigation when the whistleblower consents to the disclosure of his or her name.  
● OSC will consider extension requests when an agency evidences that it is conducting a good 

faith investigation that will require more time to complete.   
● Should the agency head delegate the authority to review and sign the report, the delegation 

must be specifically stated and include the authority to take the actions necessary under 5 
U.S.C. § 1213(d)(5).  

● Identify agency employees by position title in the report and attach a key identifying the 
employees by both name and position. The key identifying employees will be used by OSC in 
its review and evaluation of the report. OSC will place the report without the employee 
identification key in its public file.   

● Do not include in the report personally identifiable information, such as social security 
numbers, home addresses and telephone numbers, personal e-mails, dates and places of 
birth, and personal financial information.     

● Include information about actual or projected financial savings as a result of the 
investigation as well as any policy changes related to the financial savings.   

● Reports previously provided to OSC may be reviewed through OSC’s public file, which is 
available here: https://osc.gov/Pages/Resources-PublicFiles.aspx. Please refer to OSC’s file 
number in any correspondence on this matter.   

 

RETALIATION AGAINST WHISTLEBLOWERS 
In some cases, whistleblowers who have made disclosures to OSC that are referred for 

investigation pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 1213(c) also allege retaliation for whistleblowing once the 
agency is on notice of their allegations. The Special Counsel strongly recommends the agency 
take all appropriate measures to protect individuals from retaliation and other prohibited 
personnel practices.   
 

EXCEPTIONS TO PUBLIC FILE REQUIREMENT 
OSC will place a copy of the agency report in its public file unless it is classified or 

prohibited from release by law or by Executive Order requiring that information be kept secret 
in the interest of national defense or the conduct of foreign affairs. 5 U.S.C. § 1219(a).   
 

EVIDENCE OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT 
If the agency discovers evidence of a criminal violation during the course of its 

investigation and refers the evidence to the Attorney General, the agency must notify the 
Office of Personnel Management and the Office of Management and Budget. 5 U.S.C. § 1213(f). 
In such cases, the agency must still submit its report to OSC, but OSC must not share the report 
with the whistleblower or make it publicly available. See 5 U.S.C. §§ 1213(f), 1219(a)(1). 
 

MONETARY AWARD 
In appropriate cases the Special Counsel may recommend the agency authorize a 

monetary award for the whistleblower. 
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